
 
 

 
 

  

  
Helping with understanding and using vocabulary 

 

User guide:  

Word aware 3 

The  
intervention  
  
 

Word Aware 3. Teaching vocabulary in small groups for ages 6-11 

 

Where to find 
it? 
  
How much  
does it cost?  

 

Word Aware 3: Teaching Vocabulary in Small Groups for Ages 6 to 11 - 1 
(routledge.com) 

 

The cost of the resource is £32.99.  

  

What does it 
target?  
  

 

The resource focuses on teaching vocabulary and word learning skills to children 

aged 6 to 11 years who have vocabulary learning needs. 

 

It outlines how to best support children who require extra help with vocabulary, 

offering concrete, easy-to-implement, activities and resources for use in small group 

interventions. 

 

Who is it for?  
  

  

The resource was developed for children aged 6-11 years. It may be adapted for 
older students with significant learning needs. 
 

What is it?  
  

 
Word Aware is a structured process for teaching vocabulary that has been 
developed and refined by experienced speech and language therapists, Stephen 
Parsons and Anna Branagan by working with thousands of schools, teachers and 
educational practitioners over many years. Word Aware 3 describes using the Word 
Aware principles in small group targeted interventions. 

How does it 
work?  
  

 
It recommends a group size of between 3 to 5 children. 
 
Words taught in the group will be closely linked to the curriculum. 
 
There are 2 parts to the intervention: 

1. Teaching and reviewing identified target words 
2. Developing word learning skills 

 
The intervention plans work in 3 week / 6 session cycles, teaching 5 words every 3 
weeks. 

https://www.routledge.com/Word-Aware-3-Teaching-Vocabulary-in-Small-Groups-for-Ages-6-to-11/Branagan-Parsons/p/book/9780367747558
https://www.routledge.com/Word-Aware-3-Teaching-Vocabulary-in-Small-Groups-for-Ages-6-to-11/Branagan-Parsons/p/book/9780367747558


 
 

 
 

  

  

Who can 
deliver it?   

 
Teaching assistant or teacher. 
 
The class teacher will be responsible for identifying the words that are going to be 
taught. 
 
A staff training video presentation is available. It is essential that staff facilitating the 
groups access this training. It takes approximately 1 ½ hours to complete. 
 

How long 
does it take?  

 
Groups should run twice a week for approximately 20-30 minutes. 
 
The intervention plans work in 3 week / 6 session cycles. 
 

 
What 
resources do 
I need?  
  

 
The programme provides session plans and all resources required to run the 
intervention. 

How do I 
show 
progress?  

 
Pre and post assessment can be completed as part of the intervention. 
 

Additional  
resources 

 

A ten-minute video overview of Word Aware is available here: 

Routledge - Word Aware Books 

 

Training in the use of Word Aware is available online from here:  

Finding a course - Thinking Talking 

 
The book also gives access to online printable resources available here: 
Word Aware 3 (routledgetextbooks.com) 
 

Evidence  
base  
 

  
The evidence base is discussed in chapter 6 of the Word Aware 3 book. 
 

  
 

https://www.routledge.com/topics/word-aware
http://thinkingtalking.co.uk/finding-a-word-aware-or-language-for-thinking-course/
https://routledgetextbooks.com/textbooks/9780367747558/

